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he or she shall have 60 days from the
date of receipt of the additional infor-
mation to make his or her determina-
tion on the appeal.

(k) The time limits cited in para-
graphs (g) and (j) of this section may be
extended with the permission of the
Assistant Attorney General.

() The agency may delegate its au-
thority for conducting complaint in-
vestigations to other Federal agencies,
except that the authority for making
the final determination may not be
delegated to another agency.

[51 FR 4579, Feb. 5, 1986, as amended at 51 FR
4579, Feb. 5, 1986]

8§550.171-550.999 [Reserved]
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§560.1 Purpose and scope.

This part contains the regulations of
the Marine Mammal Commission im-
plementing the Government in the
Sunshine Act (5 U.S.C. 552b). Con-
sistent with the Act, it is the policy of
the Marine Mammal Commission that
the public is entitled to the fullest
practicable information regarding its
decision making processes. The provi-
sions of this part set forth the basic re-
sponsibilities of the Commission with
regard to this policy and offer guidance
to members of the public who wish to
exercise the rights established by the
Act. These regulations also fulfill the
requirement of 5 U.S.C. 552b(g) that
each agency subject to the Act promul-
gate regulations to implement the open
meeting requirements of subsections
(b) through (f) of section 552b.

50 CFR Ch. V (10-1-99 Edition)

§560.2 Definitions.

For purposes of this part, the term—

Administrative Officer means the Ad-
ministrative Officer of the Marine
Mammal Commission.

Commission means the Marine Mam-
mal Commission, a collegial body es-
tablished under 16 U.S.C. 1401 that
functions as a unit and is composed of
three individual members, each of
whom is appointed by the President, by
and with the advice and consent of the
Senate.

Commissioner means an individual
who is a member of the Marine Mam-
mal Commission.

Executive Director means the Execu-
tive Director of the Marine Mammal
Commission.

General Counsel means the General
Counsel of the Marine Mammal Com-
mission.

Meeting means the deliberations of at
least a majority of the members of the
Commission where such deliberations
determine or result in the joint con-
duct or disposition of official Commis-
sion business, but does not include an
individual Commissioner’s consider-
ation of official Commission business
circulated in writing for disposition ei-
ther by notation or by separate, se-
quential consideration, and delibera-
tions on whether to:

(1) Hold a meeting with less than 7
days notice, as provided in §560.4(d) of
this part;

(2) Change the subject matter of a
publicly announced meeting or the de-
termination of the Commission to open
or close a meeting or portions thereof
to public observation, as provided in
§560.4(e) of this part;

(3) Change the time or place of an an-
nounced meeting, as provided in
§560.4(f) of this part;

(4) Close a meeting or portions of a
meeting, as provided in §560.5 of this
part; or

(5) Withhold from disclosure informa-
tion pertaining to a meeting or por-
tions of a meeting, as provided in §560.5
of this part.

Public observation means attendance
by one or more members of the public
at a meeting of the Commission, but
does not include participation in the
meeting.
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Public participation means the presen-
tation or discussion of information,
raising of questions, or other manner
of involvement in a meeting of the
Commission by one or more members
of the public in a manner that contrib-
utes to the disposition of Commission
business.

§560.3 Open meetings.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
this part, every portion of every meet-
ing of the Commission shall be open to
public observation.

(b) Meetings of the Commission, or
portions thereof, shall be open to pub-
lic participation only when an an-
nouncement to that effect is issued
under §560.4(b)(4) of this part. Public
participation shall be conducted in an
orderly, nondisruptive manner and in
accordance with such procedures as the
chairperson of the meeting may estab-
lish. Public participation may be ter-
minated at any time for any reason.

(c) When holding open meetings, the
Commission shall make a diligent ef-
fort to provide ample space, sufficient
visibility, and adequate acoustics to
accommodate the public attendance
anticipated for the meeting.

(d) Members of the public may record
open meetings of the Commission by
means of any mechanical or electronic
device, unless the chairperson of the
meeting determines that such record-
ing would disrupt the orderly conduct
of the meeting.

§560.4 Notice of meetings.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
this section, the Commission shall
make a public announcement at least 7
days prior to a meeting.

(b) The public announcement shall
include:

(1) The time and place of the meet-
ng;

(2) The subject matter of the meet-
ng;

(3) Whether the meeting is to be
open, closed, or portions thereof closed;

(4) Whether public participation will
be allowed; and

(5) The name and telephone number
of the person who will respond to re-
quests for information about the meet-

ing.

§560.5

(c) The public announcement require-
ment shall be implemented by:

(1) Submitting the announcement for
publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER;

(2) Distributing the announcement to
affected governmental entities;

(3) Mailing the announcement to per-
sons and organizations known to have
an interest in the subject matter of the
meeting; and

(4) Other means that the Executive
Director deems appropriate to inform
interested parties.

(d) A meeting may be held with less
than 7 days notice if a majority of the
members of the Commission determine
by recorded vote that the business of
the Commission so requires. The Com-
mission shall make a public announce-
ment to this effect at the earliest prac-
ticable time. The announcement shall
include the information required by
paragraph (b) of this section and shall
be issued in accordance with those pro-
cedures set forth in paragraph (c) of
this section that are practicable given
the available period of time.

(e) The subject matter of an an-
nounced meeting, or the determination
of the Commission to open or close a
meeting or portions thereof to public
observation, may be changed if a ma-
jority of the members of the Commis-
sion determine by recorded vote that
Commission business so requires and
that no earlier announcement of the
change was possible. The Commission
shall make a public announcement of
the changes made and the vote of each
member on each change at the earliest
practicable time. The announcement
shall be issued in accordance with
those procedures set forth in paragraph
(c) of this section that are practicable
given the available period of time.

(f) The time or place of an announced
meeting may be changed only if a pub-
lic announcement of the change is
made at the earliest practicable time.
The announcement shall be issued in
accordance with those procedures set
forth in paragraph (c) of this section
that are practicable given the available
period of time.

§560.5 Closed meetings.

(@) A meeting or portions thereof
may be closed, and information per-
taining to such meeting or portions
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